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Ralph C. Benedict 1883-1965 


Benjamin R. Allison 

In the American Fern Journal in 1954, Ralph Benedict wrote 

an obituarv of Matthew D. Mann, Jr., at that time treasurer of 

• * 

tlie American Fern Society. He saki, “Mr. Mann's death w 
a real loss to the fern world. He was so interested, and such a 




delightful. 


unassuming person. 




This statement applies well 


to Dr. Benedict; many others outside the fern world will miss 

* JÜ'L-u /> : V ■’V 1 


Born in Syracuse, N. Y,, on June 14, 



, he graduated 


from Syracuse University, and received his Ph.D. degree frorn 
Columbia University in 1911. He taught biology in various 
New York City high schools until 1931, when be becarae as- 


sociate professor of biology in Brooklyn College. From 1937 
until bis retirement in 1953 be was a full professor; upon bis 
retirement be became professor emeritus. He was a dedicated 
teacher, and a bost of devoted, grateful students were amoiig 
bis friends. His pbysiciaii during bis last illness was a former 
student. The proprietor of a restaurant in Chinatown wbere he 
occasionally lunched with bis fern friends was another. 

W 

Dr. Benedict was one of tbe organizers of the American 
Fern Society and a member sinee 1905. He served as president 
from 1952 to 1955. For 50 vears be was a member of tbe edi- 
torial board of tbe American Fern Journal. His many interests 
included building up tbe living fern collections in tbe Brooklyn 
Botanie Garden and tbe New York Botanical Garden. 

An account of bis first research work in ferns in 1906 was 
written in a letter to bis children on June 20, 1964. Part of this 
letter fdBows: 


volume 55, Xo. 4, of 
1not Deeember 50, 


the Journal, pp. 145-188, was issued January 
10H5, as listed in the Contents for Volume 55. 
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American Fern Journal 


J have written, with Prof. \V. H. Wagner of the Univ. of Michigau, 
who lias had more studeiits doing gnuUiate work 011 ferns than I bolieve 
anyoiie olsc lias ever luid, what mav be the last of the series on the Boston 

w ^ 

Peru work. I ani glad to havo what may |>e the end of my engagement now 
*)U years atter I started this partiouhir lino of research. The revision of 
the ferii treatment for the seeoml edition of L. H. Bailey’s “Fncyclopeilia 
of Ilorticulture” started nio with mayhe ion different kinds of ferns to deal 
witli; all were easy until I eame to NephYolepix* For some ten years 1 
traced the origins of some scores that florists had producod, producod 

dozens of new kinds at the Brooklyn Barden, made ropeated visits te 

growers fróni eastern Mass. to central Ohio, and sonth to Washington. 1 
j).aid my way with grants of some tfdoo.oo mostly from the A.A.A.S., and he- 
fore I finished had registered over 400 separate aeeessions, a good many 
of them duplieates. (Jolloctions were iinported from Franco and Pngland 
and collected for me in Florida and Pucrto Rico. 

Four main articles resulted and a score co* so of shorter ones, some on 

a popular basis. 1 am writing this as a record to go along with the copies 

of the three main papers I recently sent to you. 

Benedict made many other contributions to fern litcrature. 
r l’lie last was an article in tlie American Fern Journal in 1064 

entitlrd “Ferns in the Floi-ists Trade in 1964." 

The members of the Department of Biolojry of Brooklyn Col- 
b'«re after liis death on August 5, ]f)65 passéd resolutions prais- 
iiifr bis service “in many different eapaeities in tlie depart- 
ment, the College and the Community.” He was a born teacher 
and was particularly interested in teaching teachers to teach. 
He believed that biologv teachers shoutd be not onlv masters of 

^ ^ * g y ^4 i E m ”3 ' ' | %' 

the teehnieal and faetual aspects of their subject matter, hut 

also should be inibued with the humanitarian and philosophieal 

implications of Science. He was indeed a Humanist; lie know 

and loved people. His friendliness and humilitv added to his 

%■ 

charm. On field trips wheii a beginner asked if oak ferns grew 

°nly under oak trees, or if the little dots on the back of the 

le&Aes were a disease, he patiently gave the answers. He was 

also a true naluralist. At his home on Lake George, where he 

spent his last years, be was a friend of the animals and birds, 

the woods, the brooks, and the hills. As lie walked around liis 

property, the birds perched on his shoulders, and bis favorite 
skunk. Amber, visited him dailv. 
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Two New Species oe Ferns 


1 talked with him tlie day before bis operation, from wbich 
he did not reeover, and he saki, ‘‘I wil 1 be glad to have tbis 
over so I can get back and be cured by the birds and the 
ferns. If there is a place soniewhere in tlie skies reserved for 
Gods Noblemen, I ain sure Kalph Benedict will be found in the 
front row. 

Hewlett. Long Island, New Vork. 

Two New Species of Ferns from the United States 1 

W r . H. Wagxer, Jr. 

During the eourse of a broad survey of “problein tern 
groups in tlie United States a number of novelties have turned 
up; many of tbpse are bybrids wbich seem to be sterile 
and incapable of normal reprodnetion. ïlowever. the two 
ferns to be deseribed below, altliongb probably of bybrid origin, 
do possess meebanisms for reprodnetion by spores, and indeed 
form sizeable populations extending over wide ranges. Botli are 
“critical" species, in the sense t.liat they show close shnilari- 
ties to other well-known ferns, and tliat is probably the reason 

tbev were heretofore overlooked. 


PoLYSTH’HCW 


Ilolly ferns of the north temperate regions have always pre- 
sented a eonfusing picture to genera! taxonomists, espeeially the 
species with divided leaflets. Part of tlie problem bas been 
nomenclatural (Alston, 1!>40), part tlie teiidency ot early au- 
tliors to collect practically all of the bipinnate species under 
one taxon, 1’oh/stichinn nculcntutn (Tj.) Botli (Christensen. 


' Rfsoiircli was comlueti'd umli*r NSF yrojeet llB-iOL’a, “ l lic ovolution- 
ary eharaetors of ferns.’* I wisli to aeknowletlKC tlie curators of tlie follow* 

iiiK lierharia for leiuling necessary specimens: Lniversity of Britisli Co- 

Inmliia fUItC), New York Botanica! Garden (NY).Grny ITerhariiim (OH), 
r. S. National Museum (US), l niversity of Washington (WTU). and 

Yale 1'niversity fYU). Also tlie following persons contrilmted sugirestions 

and materials: H. K. Ahles. II. G. Baker, P. L. Branscomt), Thomas 
Harling, Jr., K. S. Ford, lï. K. Godfrey, C. Leo ïlitchcoek, John D. Lovis, 

A'. Morton, Y. M, Morzenti, and TMgar '1*. Wherry. 



